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NE Family Youth System Partner Meeting Minutes
NE FYSPRT
January 15, 2026 

Introduction  
Becky Hammill, Convener

Increasing Tribal/Diverse Community/Family/Youth Involvement
The NE FYSPRT met on January 15, 2026.  Becky Hammill convened the meeting via Zoom and welcomed 22 participants with 12 family, tribal, diverse and youth members, and 10  system partners.  Ashley James, Youth Tri Lead and Sabrena Hindberg, Family Tri-Lead were present.   

Ashley began the meeting by sharing the acknowledgement that we are living and working on land that originally belonged to the Tribes.  Becky asked for input from the NE FYSPRT members about their thoughts on continuing the land acknowledgement.  NE FYSPRT members provided a range of comments, including asking the Tribal leaders directly if they want the land acknowledgement and  determining what other FYSPRTs are doing.  

Ashley reviewed the purpose of the regional FYSPRTs 
The NE FYSPRT serves as a platform for bringing the voice of youth, families, and system partners together to identify the strengths, challenges, and gaps that exist in the regional behavioral health system of care. 

And the NE FYSPRT Values Statement
We work continuously to provide a welcoming meeting environment for all attendees.  Questions about the content or process of the NE FYSPRT meetings are welcomed.  All who attend are treated with respect and dignity.  We value improvement and innovation in publicly funded behavioral health for children, youth, and families.

General NE FYSPRT Business
A. NE FYSPRT Policies and Procedures
Becky presented a draft policy on Travel and Gift Card Reimbursement.  Only youth/family members who are not employed by an agency are eligible  for travel reimbursement or gift cards.  The NE FYSPRT discussed when gift cards are offered: for attending and completing the meeting evaluation or for special events.  



B. Contract/Compliance – Community Education/Regional Issues/Work Plan
Spokane Public Schools – David Crump, Ph.D.
Dr. Crump had been asked to attend the NE FYSPRT meeting to share Spokane Public Schools’ policy regarding behavioral health provider access to children/youth who are in school.  

Dr. Crump indicated that there is no district wide policy on access to school buildings.  Each building has different space configurations with limitations on conference rooms, offices and other non-student space.  Confidentiality remains a concern at many schools.  

Spokane Public Schools will:
· Partner with behavioral health providers and other community groups
· Facilitate meetings before or after school
· Provide space
· Cooperate with active investigations especially around safety
· Release students with permission from school time
Due to safety and confidentiality issues, SPS will not offer offices for agencies to do their work during the school day.

Most often, the arrangements each school makes works out well.  Dr. Crump emphasized that with permission, providers may pick up students to take them off school campus for appointments (e.g. to a park, etc).  And before and after  school, the schools will host providers.  Asking school staff to do something not in their scope as a school employee is not acceptable.  He acknowledged that there are different practices at different schools.  

Behavioral health provider access is provided when a behavioral health crisis occurs through an agreement with Frontier Behavioral Health.   If a student is authorized to have a phone, they may call their WISe providers during school time.  

Providers should contact the specific school to schedule meetings.  When appropriate, school staff should be invited to attend, e.g. the school counselors or administrators.  Dr. Crump asked that behavioral health agencies develop internal policies about contacting schools for access.  He will create a district-wide protocol and provide it to the schools.  Dr. Crump indicated he will provide an update in the future and is open to coming and talking with provider staff.

It was noted that CHAS has expanded in-school services to Ferris, making this the 4th school with integration.  While CHAS is primarily medical, there is some behavioral health component, but it is intended to be brief intervention and referral, not treatment.  Meet, screen, intervene if crisis, and refer.  Any behavioral health services should last no more than six sessions and then the individual should be referred to other behavioral health providers.  SPS has 65 Master’s level therapists and collaborates with West Valley School District and Cheney School District for behavioral health counselors.  CHAS can refer to community providers or SPS counselors.  Dr. Crump was thanked for this clarification of SPS policy.

C. Contract/Compliance – Community Education/Regional Issues/Work Plan
Kayleen Poe, Office of Behavioral Health and Recovery, indicated that they continue to have a monthly  forum and the last forum on January 14th discussed crisis services.  She will send the presentation and notes to Becky for distribution to NE FYSPRT.  If anyone has ideas they’d like to see addressed at the forum, please contact OBHA.

D. WISe update
Most WISe providers have interest lists or have only a few openings.  

NE FYSPRT Regional Issues
A.  Regional Issues and Information – Community strengths and areas for growth:
Eric Dotson with AKIN indicated that next month, they will be opening a family respite center with family fun night, a low key event for anyone in the community.  There will be games and crafts.  The event will take place in Spokane Valley.

Hannah Adira indicated that DEC is sponsoring several regular events on Tuesdays.  All are remote and are for peer support with guided discussions every week.  Flyers were distributed.  She indicated they are looking for additional participants. 

Becky Hammill indicated  they did send the Gaps and Needs statement regarding the need for a youth sobering/detox center in NE WA and the need for resources when a youth exits services and is in need of options for psychotropic medication management once all other outpatient behavioral health needs are met. 

Conclusion
Attendees were asked to please complete the monthly evaluation to provide input into what’s working and what’s not working in our community relating to services for children and youth.  The next NE FYSPRT meeting will be February12, 2026 via Zoom.
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